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According to Global Breastfeeding Collective by WHO & Unicef ‘s Investment Case 
for Breastfeeding Report (2017): 

• Breastfeeding is one of the best investments in global health: every $1 invested in
breastfeeding generates $35 in economic returns.

• In order to meet the World Health Assembly target of increasing the percentage of
children under 6 months of age who are exclusively breastfed to at least 50 percent by
2025, an additional $5.7 billion is required. This investment translates to just $4.70 per
newborn

Why Invest in Breastfeeding ?



Breastfeeding provides:

- short-term and long-term health 

- economic advantages

- environmental advantages to children, women, and society. 

Cost of Not Breastfeeding:

- Global sales in 2014 of US$44·8 billion show the industry's large, competitive 
claim on infant feeding. 

- Lower intelligence and economic losses of about $302 billion annually or 
0·49% of world gross national income.

The Lancet (2016)



The WBCi has two components –

➢The Need to Invest in Babies

➢The Financial Planning Tool

WBCi



Components of the Advocacy Package 



WBCi Tool  

The excel Software 

User Manual  

WBCi Brochure  



Download the excel tool

http://www.worldbreastfeedingcosting.org/wbci
/WBCi_Ver_1_2016.xlsm

http://www.worldbreastfeedingcosting.org/wbci/WBCi_Ver_1_2016.xlsm


First Step-Enable Macros





Select Country



Input Prevailing Exchange Rate ($)



Enter the plan period



Enter Country Profile



Save File



IYCF Strategies



Go Top 



Research Studies



Conferences/Seminars/Workshops



Advocacy dialogue/meetings





Social Mobilization…



TOT/MLT/FLW Training



M&E



Other Activities



Component Summary



Print Options







Conclusions

• Urge all countries to use this tool in calculating 
budgets for specific or overall interventions

• Urge WHO/UNICEF to promote tool to more & 
more countries and governments to help assist in 
developing budgets



WBCi Demo Video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PY0Wakh4zVQ&t=60s



